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Introduction

The fifty two years of Pakistan’s independence have been
marred by events ranging from direct military intervention, resulting in a
high-handed, one man stifling of democracy, to intrigues and back-
stabbing of political opponents under a democratic dispensation. What
has emerged as a broader political landscape, is both predictable and
frightening. The irony however is that this sense of predictability does
not transcend into an actual functioning of democracy from the highest
echelons to the grass-roots level. The effect of all this has been a blatant
exploitation of the system by the establishment, directly or through their
puppets wearing the stained robes of political high priests. As a natural
corollary, this resulted in the transformation of the society into two
general groupings. The common man supportive of the Pakistan Peoples
Party (PPP) versus the rest. The former mainly comprises the workers
and the peasants. The latter led by Pakistan Muslim League (PML) with
several factions and other right wings and right of center parties,
representing an elitist horde of people. This group has always been out to
plunder their country and sacrifice the interest of the people they lead, at
the altar of political expediency. The more recent manifestation of this
conflict has been the dislodging of the elected governments of PPP by
the establishment, fronted by PML(N) and some right wing, practically
non-representative political groupings and ethnic exploiters and black
mailers.

What followed on both occasions was a ruthless witch-hunt of
the PPP leadership, particularly of Benazir Bhutto and her immediate
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family. While it is important to put the political history of Pakistan in its
proper perspective, it is equally important and necessary to analvze the
underlying motives of this ‘come what may, get Benazir™ attitude.

Political opportunism has not been the exclusive domain of
Pakistani politicians. There are other examples, not only in this region
but also in Europe and America. However the dubious distinction that
Pakistan has acquired, puts the rest to shame. There are numerous
examples of physical elimination of political opponents the world over.
John F.-Kennedy, Martin Luther King, Jr. and Robert Kennedy were
eliminated in a democracy such as the United States of America. Liagat
Ali Khan and Zulfigar Ali Bhutto were assassinated in Pakistan, What is
more sinister in case of Pakistan is the shameful reality that even the
national interest was and is being thrown to the winds in the pursuit of
this blind ambition.

The primary objective of this study is to expose the most recent
attempt to sabotage democracy, politically eliminatc Mohtarma Benazir
Bhutto and thus the PPP, which is the true representative of the masses.
Establish a one family rule fashioned on the pattern of medieval
marauders and conquerors that left behind tyrannic dynastics to
subjugate the vanquished. Only this time the vanquished are the
unsuspecting free citizens of an independent Pakistan who, in part, voted
these plunderers into power, with the connivance of disloyal partyman
who had been trusted with the highest office of the land and catapulted to
the Presidency — an office he could not even dream of.

What followed is common knowledge but needs to be recounted
with precise details for memories are often short and the forgiving people
of this country will soon put all this into the dustbin of history as they
prepare to grapple with the problems of unemployment, hunger and
insecurnity in a society coping with injustice and virtual absence of the
rule of law.

It is not only desirable but also necessary to look back at the first
30 months of the misrule of Nawaz Sharif. He had inherited an economy,
which was moving in a positive direction. This was so because of the
prudent economic policies of his predecessor Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto
who was not even allowed to complete two vears of her five-year term
due to the intrigues of the establishment lcd by President Ghulam Ishaq
Khan. [shaq was fully "supported by the PML and other right wing
partics. Nawaz Sharif also began to preside over a country that had been
put on the road to political and economic liberalism to conform to the
changing international realities.
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The ascension of Benazir to political power. after eleven long,
dark years of General Zia’s repression was heralded all over the world as
a breath of fresh air and the beginning of a moderate, liberal and Islamic
state of Pakistan. The transformation from the military dictatorship to a
democratic, representative government encouraged investors from all
over the world to seek investment opportunities in Pakistan.

The freedom of the press and the culture of political tolerance,
which are the hallmark of a democratic socicty, were misconstrued by
the opponents of Benazir as her weakness. As it is, the elections of 1988
had been manipulated to prevent the PPP from getting a landslide victory
that looked apparent. Some of these steps were a caretaker government
without a Prime Minister — a constitutional requirement. In the provinces,
PML Chief ministers were allowed to continue in order to achieve the
“desired results’. Another glaring example of these manipulations was
the refusal of Ishaq Khan to allocate the two-decade old election symbol
to the PPP. Despite all that the PPP emerged as the largest single party.
Nawaz Sharif hijacked the independent MPAs of Punjab and kept them
in virtual confinement at Changa Manga rest houses to buy their loyalties
to form a government in Punjab and declare a war against the federal
government. A more detailed discussion of other such machinations
appears in the following chapter.

The incompetent and corrupt leadership provided by Nawaz
Shanif led to a near collapse of all state institutions (1990-93) and
brought the country on the verge of economic ruin in a relatively short
span of time. The ineptness and inefficiency of his government surpassed
that of General Yahya Khan who had earlier presided over the
dismemberment of Pakistan. The only distinguishing feature between the
two was the fact that while Yahya was not accused of financial
impropriety, Nawaz Sharif baffled even the most sympathetic of and
neutral observers, with the single mindedness of his purpose to acquire
wealth at the expense of the state. He confronted his benefactor, Ghulam
Ishaq Khan head on when he tried to stand in his way. In order to prevent
the opposition from exposing his misdeeds, he let loose the worst form of
tyranny against the Bhutto family through the unscrupulous Jam Sadiq
Ali.

When the curtain finally came down on his misrule, due to the
intervention of the former Chief of Army Staff, General Waheed Kakar,
it was feared that the country might get engulfed in a civil war. The
neutral carctaker govenment of Moeen Qureshi set about the task of
holding fresh elections. He also took stock of the economic situation and
was not only candid but also alarmed at the state of near bankruptcy that
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stared Pakistan in the face. The plunder of the cooperatives had left
millions of lower and middle income people destitute. Nationalized
Commercial Banks and Development Financial Institutions had been
bulldozed to dole out unsecured loans to the Sharf family and its
cronies, with the result that the bad debts of these financial institutions
had reached unprecedented limits, Muslim Commercial Bank and dozens
of profit making public sector industries were handed over to frontmen
and favourites at throw-away prices. The policy of denationalization
initiated by the first Benazir government had been distorted and used to
accumulate personal wealth. Billions were squandered in the yellow cab
scheme to gain cheap popularity and receive huge amounts of kickbacks.
The ill-conceived and highly overpriced motorway was awarded to
Daewoo for commissions amounting to billions of rupees. One of the
first steps that Moeen Qureshi took was to discontinue the yellow cab
scheme and reduce the motorway to four lanes instead of six.

After the October 1993 general clections, when Mohtarma
Benazir Bhutto got re-elected as Prime Minister, she began by picking up
the pieces and proceeded to set the house in order. The western countries
as well as the South East Asian ‘tigers’ once again started to look at
Pakistan as the ideal ground for direct foreign investment. A country,
which came perilously close to being declared a terrorist state, was once
again seen in the light of a liberal, democratic Islamic state. The three
years that followed saw DFI increase from a meager $350 million in
1992-93 to $1.1 billion in 1995-96. The budget deficit declined from
nearly 8% of the GDP to just over 5%. §1 billion of foreign debt was
retired. Federal tax revenues rose from Rs.142 billion in 1992-93 to.
Rs.272 billion in 1995-96. This near 100% increase in revenue was
achieved despite a gradual but positive reduction in tariff rates of duty.

The foreign policy of Pakistan also saw a sea of change in this
period. The country stood isolated in the world community under Nawaz
Sharif. Even our staunchest allies such as China were weary of our
intentions. The cause of the Kashmiris® struggle for freedom had been
put on the back bumer. The American policy makers perceived Pakistan
as a state sponsoring international terrorism. It was Benazir Bhutto who
stemmed this tide of international hostility, made the Americans realize
that they had to support Pakistan’s security concerns and its nuclear
compulsions. The Kashmir issue was taken to intermational fora and
came alive once again.

The benefit of the far-reaching economic policies brought
unprecedented foreign direct investment and resultant increase in
employment. During the three years of the second Benazir government,
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more than 300,000 people got employment opportunities. In short the
negative effects of the 30-month Nawaz Shanf rule that intervened
between the first and second Benazir governments were neutralized and
the country seemed well on its way to prosperty. It was once again time
for the champions of status quo and masters of intrigues to get
concerned. They could not sit idle and let democracy flourish and
economic prosperity to trickle down to the downtrodden and less
fortunate people of Pakistan,

The ball of conspiracies and backstabbing was once again set
into motion. The establishment once again turned to the street-wise and
corrupt Nawaz Sharif. Only this time they had a half-wit traitor
occupying the Presidency. The job of reversing the tide of progress and
prosperity, which would lift the masses to a new level of sharing the
riches of corruption and misrule. The state of the economy was painted
as bleak, which was headed for a collapse. Even the IMF and World
Bank were made to believe that Pakistan was on the brink of economic
collapse. Some Washington based economists were recruited to write
articles in the newspapers which would lend credence to these scary
stories of economic doom and gloom.

When this coterie of intriguers found all this insufficient to
dislodge the government of Benazir Bhutto, they ruthlessly murdered her
brother Mir Murtaza to get at her. It took no time for them and their
supporters to point an accusing finger at her and her husband Asif Ali
Zardari for the murder of her own brother and the only male member of
the Bhutto family. What happened thereafter is common knowledge.
Even after the judicial commission appointed to inquire into the matter
had absolved Asif Zardari of all responsibility for this ghastly murder, he
languishes in jail, pending trial, which is being made to drag on.

Z1a knew that the only way for him to keep the PPP from coming
back to power was to strike at its populist base. In order to achieve this
objective he had to divide the nation into ethnic and sectarian groupings.
The largest power base of the PPP, the province of Punjab had to be
refashioned into pockets of political influence and then set into motion
with an anti-people bias. He divided the people on the basis of ‘Biradari’
and went on to create a leadership at the local level which would chip
away at the roots of people’s power.

In Lahore he decided to create a wealthy group of politicians
who would control the local bodies with financial power. To this end he
decided to return the nationalized Ittefaq Foundries to the Sharif family.
At the time the total worth of this business concern was Rs. 5 million.
The Sharif family was encouraged to send one male member to the
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provincial cabinet of Lt. General Jilani, the then Governor of the Punjab.
With Nawaz Sharif as the new Finance Minister of Punjab, the
foundation of a corrupt administration was being laid. As was expected
of him by General Zia, Nawaz soon set about the task of acquiring
immense wealth so that he could challenge the more traditional political
leadership. It was soon evident on the military leadership that with the
potential for absolute corruption so openly visible in Nawaz Sharif, it
would be not only proper but necessary to give him a free hand at least in
Punjab. He was therefore moved up the ladder and made the Chief
Minister of Punjab.

The task before Nawaz Sharif was simple. Acquire so much
financial power and encourage all forms of corruption so that a new class
of people could entrench themselves firmly in all positions of power. The
Sharif family had a metcoric rise to political and financial power, under
the patronage of Zia. It was soon realized by the people that in order to
survive and have somc say in local and provincial politics thev would
have to be on the right side of Nawaz Sharif. Even those in the federal
government understood that Zia was grooming Nawaz Sharif to
eventually take over the country’s leadership and complete the rot of the
national political system. The bureaucracy bent over backward to please
Nawaz Sharif by drafting tailor-made policies to benefit the house of
Ittefaq.

The Sharif family purchased a wasteland at Chunnian for little or
no money. Soon the federal government issued an SRO to declare it a
special industrial investment zone, with very favourable tax and tanff
rates. The land turmed into gold and the Sharif family made billions as a
result. The benefit of exemption from Central Excise duty on new sugar
industry was extended to the Sharif family units which had been in
operation for more than five years. The Central Excise duty already paid
by them was to be adjusted against future production. These are some of
the examples of how the doors to all riches were flung open so that
Nawaz Sharif could acquire an unassailable position of financial power
and a resultant political influence. This was how Zia thought he could
win his war against the PPP. Everything appearcd to be working
according to the master plan.

Two things happened which sidctracked Zia’s ambition of
hoisting an anti-people regime on Pakistan as carly as 1988. First his
handpicked, otherwise timid looking Prime Minister Mohammad Khan
Junejo decided it was time for him to assert himself. The tussle for
absolute control over political power drove Zia to the edge. He could
have no more of this independence and sacked the government of Junejo
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as well as the National Assembly., While Zia was still busy in finding a
way to legitimise the rule of Nawaz Sharif, Nature intervened and Zia,
was no more. This setback was something the reactionaries were not
prepared for. Ghulam Ishaq Khan’s announcement of the date of first
party based general elections in 11 years caught pro-Nawaz forces off
guard. The Inter Services Intelligence tried to put together a coalition of
PML and right wing political forces to counter the sweeping resurgence
of the PPP led by Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto. The battle lines were
clearly drawn. The pro-democracy forces had started tasting victory of
the people after 11 long years in the wilderness. The anti-people and
anti-PPP forces had started to realise that their grip on political power
was finally slipping.

PML Chief Ministers headed the four provincial governments. It
was however not easy to defeat the rising tide of populism and engineer
results that would keep the truly representative government out of power.
The elections to the National assembly dashed the hopes of many
stalwarts of the status quo. Nawaz Sharif plaved vet another dirty trick
out of his political bag. He went around Punjab asking the people to
stand up against Sindh. He made them believe that Mohtarma Benazir
Bhutto was the representative of Sindh and the Punjabis had to unite to
safcguard their interest. In this manner he drove the final wedge of
dissention and disunity in a people reeling under the pressure of
dictatorship and oppression. The politics in Pakistan would never be the
same again.

The establishment had not given up all hope of forming a
government without PPP. The acting President refused to accept the PPP
as the largest single party capable of forming the govemment at the
centre. He announced that he would make a determination of who could
command a majority in the National Assembly, after meeting with the
leaders of various groups individually. A sense of uncertainty was thus
created. He gave Nawaz Sharif a chance to put together a coalition of
some sort and form a government of his own. The stalemate finally
ended and more than two weeks of intrigues and manipulations ended in
the first popularly elected government in [ 1 vears.

In the Punjab, Nawaz Sharif managed to form a PML
government with the support of a large group of independents, who were
either browbeaten into supporting him or won over in exchange for
political and economic favours. From day one Nawaz Sharif started a
policy of confronation with the Federal government and made his
supporters believe that he could bring it down in no time. He thus sent a
message to all those who would have nurtured the thought of leaving him
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that he was a force to reckon with and only those who stayed by his side
would get the benefit of the bargain. He was actively aided by the
Ghulam Ishaq led establishment. PPP’s political allies, the ANP and the
MQM were coaxed into abandoning it. A no confidence motion was
brought against the PPP government. Nawaz Shanf tried all means at his
disposal to “buy’ the loyalties of PPP legislators. The infamous ‘midnight
Jackal’ case is well known for the extremes to which one can go with
trying dirty tricks. The motion failed but the efforts to dislodge the PPP
continued unabated. Finally on 6 August 1990, Ghulam Ishaq Khan
struck. He dissolved the National assembly and dismissed the elected
government of Benazir Bhutto. A witch-hunt began, leveling serious
accusations of financial impropricty against her government.

This time it was easier for the Inter services Intelligence to
cobble together a coalition of nine right wing parties called the IJI
Elections were rigged to assure a comfortable majority for this group.
Nawaz Sharif was asked to take over as the new Prime Minister. It now
seemed certain that Zia’s dream had been fulfilled. Mohtarma Benazir
Bhutto was kept on the run and made to appear before several special
benches of the High Courts in Sindh and Lahore. Her husband was jailed
on charges ranging from corruption to extortion and even mass murder.
The purpose was clear. Keep her busy while Nawaz Sharif consolidates
his economic and political power. Nothing came out of these references
and gradually each of the six references against her were dismissed. Asif
faced a total of eleven cases. None of these could be established against
him and finally he was also freed.

However one objective was achieved. Nawaz Sharif’s personal
wealth grew at a lightening speed and in less than 30 months of his
misrule saw his family business grow from Ittefaq Foundries to over 30
industrial units worth billions of rupees. Public sector financial
institutions were forced to finance all such business ventures. Populist
development schemes were undertaken to eam huge amounts in
kickbacks and commissions. The economy started to stagnate and at one
point it seemed that the country would soon be bankrupt. Political
polarisation grew to alarming levels and when it became evident that the
Federal government supported by the Punjab police may embark upon a
civil war, the then Army Chief intervened and thus came to an end the 30
month misrule of Nawaz Sharif.

The 1993 general elections held under the neutral caretaker
government of Moeen Qureshi saw the return of Mohtarma Benazir
Bhutto. As already stated, the intrigues against her started the day she set
foot in the Prime Minister’s house. Nawaz Sharif knew that his political





































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































